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E S S E N T I A L  Q U E S T I O N :  W H A T  I N F O R M A T I O N  I S  

A P P R O P R I A T E  I N  A  D I G I T A L  F O O T P R I N T ?  

 Students will be able to ...

 learn that the information they put online leaves a digital footprint or   

“trail.”

 explore what information is appropriate to be put online.

 judge the nature of  different types of  digital footprints by following 

the information trails of  two fictional animals.



KEY VOCABULARY

Trail: a path or track

Digital footprint: the information about you  

on the Internet

Permanent: there forever



LEAVING TRAILS

 YOU CAN PLACE INFORMATION ONLINE MUCH LIKE YOU CAN 

PIN SOMETHING TO A BULLETIN BOARD.

 EVERYTHING YOU PLACE ONLINE LEAVES A TRAIL, OR A PATH 

OR TRACK.

 WHAT KINDS OF THINGS ARE ON THE BULLETIN BOARD OR 

WALLS IN YOUR CLASSROOM?  

- YOUR WORK

- PHOTOS OF YOU

- BIRTHDAY CHARTS



LEAVING TRAILS

 IMAGINE THAT ALL OF THE INFORAMTION THAT IS ON 

YOUR CLASSROOM WALLS AND BULLETIN BOARDS WAS ON 

DISPLAY AT WALMART.

 WOULD YOU BE COMFORTABLE WITH THIS 

INFORMATION BEING UP FOR EVERYONE WHO COMES 

INTO WALMART TO SEE OR IS SOME INFORMATION BETTER 

KEPT FOR YOUR EYES ONLY AND THE EYES OF PEOPLE 

CLOSE TO YOU?



LEAVING TRAILS

 PERSONAL INFORMATION SHOULD NOT BE SHARED WITH 

STRANGERS, LIKE YOUR BIRTHDAY, YOUR FULL NAME, YOUR HOME 

ADDRESS, YOUR SCHOOL NAME AND ADDRESS, YOUR TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS, YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS/PASSWORD, YOUR SOCIAL 

SECURITY NUMBER AND PICTURES OF YOU AND YOUR FAMILY.

 THIS INFORMATION IS CALLED PRIVATE OR PERSONAL 

INFORMATION AND YOU MUST PROTECT IT FOR SAFETY REASONS.



DIGITAL FOOTPRINTS

 A DIGITAL FOOTPRINT IS THE INFORMATION ABOUT 

YOU ON THE INTERNET.

 WHEN YOU ARE WORKING ONLINE,  DO NOT REVEAL 

PRIVATE OR PERSONAL INFORMATION.  IT SHOULD NEVER 

CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT CAN MAKE YOU UNSAFE OR 

UPSET OTHERS.

 A DIGITAL FOOTPRINT IS PERMANENT, WHICH MEANS IT 

IS THERE FOREVER.



APPROPRIATE

INTERESTS

HOBBIES

FIRST NAME

DIGITAL FOOTPRINTS

INAPPROPRIATE

FULL NAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE NUMBER

SCHOOL NAME/ADDRESS

EMAIL ADDRESS/PASSWORD

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

PHOTOGRAPHS OF YOU AND

YOUR FAMILY

YOUR BIRTHDAY



RU L E S  W H E N  C O M M U N I C A T I N G  

O N L I N E

Following rules when communicating online:

• Say only what you would say to a person’s face

• Do not use rude words

• Do not hurt other people’s feelings 

• Be clear in your subject line

• Check your spelling

• Don’t type in uppercase letters. It is like shouting.





 The Digital Footprint Animation | Common Sense Media

 BrainPOP | Information Privacy

 BrainPOP | Digital Etiquette

DIGITAL AWARENESS
VIDEOS 

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/videos/student-intro-video-digital-footprint
http://www.brainpop.com/technology/computersandinternet/informationprivacy/
http://www.brainpop.com/technology/computersandinternet/digitaletiquette/



